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Inuavruca apyaia aflofeata, pia Opop@n oA OOV KUPLAP-
XEL TO VEPO AKOUN KAl OTO KEVIPO NG, £VA EVILIIWOLAKO Bouvo,
1o KaipaktoaAdv, mmov kpatdel oxedov OAO TO XpOVO Y10VL 0TV
KOPUL@T] TOL Kat PLA0EeVel 0TIG TAAYIEG TOV £val AT T KAAUTEPA
X10voSpopkda kévtpa ota Bakkavia, kabmg kal To amdkoouo To-
70 TV 1AUATIKOV TNY®V ota Aovtpd ITodap. Tpeig mpoopiopol
UE KEVTPO TO VEPO 0TI S1APOPES LOPPES TOV, 10AVIKOL YA XELE-
pweg e€opunoeig.

Tiva Seite

® Tnv Apyaia 'ESecoa, onuavtikn oAn g apxaiotnTag, XTi-
OUEVT] 0TO (PUOTKO TEPATA OITOV 0 TAVAPYA10¢ 061KOG Aovag
70V Ao Tov 20 at 1. X. ovopdotnke Eyvatia O86¢ avngopilet
7tpog TNV opewvr) Makedovia. e kovivi) atdotaon Bploketat kat
n yvvaikeia Movn Ayiag Tpiuadag, xtiopuévn to 1865.

@ To ITapxo Twv Katappaktmv, Eva amod Ta 0 TOAVPOTOYPa-
enuéva onpeia g xopag. IIoAd eviiagpepov givar kot To mapa-
keipevo Yraifplo Movoeio Nepov, mov eptdapfavel tov Alev-
pOUVAO «ZaAaumaon», to Enoapotpifeio Ileptoeprn), kabwmg
Kat tov vepouvAo «Tavvaxn».

@ T1 ovvoikia Bapoaot, v mptn Xplotiavikr g OANg Kat ekel
0710V BploKOVTAL HEPIKA ATTO TA EVATTOUEIVAVTA APYOVTIKA TNG
'Edeooag, 0nwg n mtapadooiakn Siwpoen owia Iovoun (Make-
Sovopaywv 24), to apxovtiko Bahaoa, n owia Toaun otnv Ap-
XEMOKOToL MeleTiov 14 kat 1 owkia Tkinm-Opaykov otnv 060
MaxkeSovoudywv 21. Ztnv id1a yertovid kat o fudavtivog Naog
Koyunoewg mg Ocotokov (maraid MntposmoAn), eve Hepika pe-
Tpa o mépa Ppioketar n meployn WnAog Bpayog pe katamAnkti-
k1 B€a oig koASeg g 'Edecoag kan g [TEAag.
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WHAT TO SEE

® Ancient Edessa was an important city during antiquity, located at the spot
where the Via Egnatia, constructed in the 2nd century BC, left the plains and
headed up into the mountains of Macedonia.

® The waterfalls and their carefully tended surrounding greenery comprise
this pretty town’s most famous landmark and are among Greece’s most pho-
tographed sights. Also of particular interest is the nearby Open-Air Water
Museum, which includes, among others, the Salabasis flour mill, the Pert-
semli sesame mill and the Giannakis watermill.

® Edessa’s old Christian quarter was located in the Varosi district, where
you’ll see some of the city’s last surviving mansions and the Byzantine
Church of Kimisis tis Theotokou (Dormition of the Virgin). Nearby, the spot
known as Psilos Vrachos (Tall Rock) offers a breathtaking view over the
plains of Pella.

® The Small Waterfalls are located in the centre of the city, at the crossroads
of a network of recently pedestrianised streets.

® Other landmarks include the town clock, built around 1900 by the Zisis
brothers, the Yeni Cami (New Mosque), constructed in 1904 (it was listed for
preservation in 1937 and served as a museum for a spell), as well as Kioupri
Park, a green expanse with age-old plane trees and a well-preserved stone
arched bridge.

® The railway station was built in 1892 and has a very good café-restaurant
that specialises in slow-roast suckling pig.

WHERE TO EAT

Ouzo taverna Platanos (65 Konstantinoupoleos St, tel. 23810-27.317) has a
large selection of mezedes and tsipouro flavoured with saffron. Vlachakia
(8 Panagiotou Klearchou St, tel. 23810-28.831) serves the best char-grilled
biftekia (beef and herb patties) in town. Head to Irtha & Edessa (Karaoli &
Tsimiski St, tel. 23813-00.660) for its specialty tsoubleki (beef cooked with
eggplant and peppers in a clay dish in the oven). Laos kai Kolonaki (40 Eg-

biue 95



guide Edessa

Aipvn Aypa / Lake Agra
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® Toug Mikpoug Katappaxteg SimmAa otnv Kevipikn ayopa, &-
KE1 0TT0V CUVAVTATAL VA APKETA LEYANO SikTvo Te(odpoumv. Oa
Bpeite moAA kape pe tpamedaxia €€ - Eexwpiler to London Bar
(BouvAyapokTovou 3), pe ta e§a1peTikd KOKTEW, kal to Duomo
(Hpaotiwvog 1).

® To onua katateBey g OANG, To sepipnuo PoAot, kataokev-
AOTNKE YUP® 0TO 1900 artd Tov Kwvotavtivo Znon kat ta adel-
@10 TOV.

® To I'evi T¢ai, Tov XTioTNKE T0 1904, kNpLYOnKe Satnpntéo to
1937 KAl OTEYAOE y1d £va S1a0Tna To HOVaEio g TTOANG.

® To ntapko Kiovmpi pe Ta auwvofia mAatavia kat o ToAD KaAd
Sratnpnuévo ETPIVO TOEWTO YePULPL.

® Tov Z18npodpoukd Ttabuod, mov Aettovpyel asod 1o 1892 kat
S1aBter Eva KaAO £0TIATOPIO-KAPE LE OTIETIAALTE TO YOUPOUVO-
TIOVAO 0TI YAOTPA.

IToY va parte

10 avBevtiko ovlept ITAatavog (Kovotavtivourmolewg 65, TnA.
23810-27.317) yia HeYaAn motkiAia ped€dmv kat toimovpo apw-
patiopévo pe ca@pav. 2ta BAayda (Iavayiwtov KAéapyou
8, TNA. 23810-28.831) yia 10 KAAVTEPO UTPTEKL OTA KApPouva
otnVv 7oA. 1o HpOa ki 'ESecoa (Kapaoin kat Toyuokrn, ThA.
23813-00.660) L€ OTECIAATE TO TOIIKO TIIATO TOOVLITAEKL (O~
oXOpPAaKt pe HeMTLava KAl TUtepld oe mnAvo). 1o Aaog kat Ko-
Aovaxt (Eyvatia 40, TnA. 23811-01.081) yia 1 peydAn moiki-
AMa og ovZa kot Tig eEapetikeg yapideg oxapag. Alyo £€m amd v
7IOAN, 070 Xwpratiko Xt (IThatavn, . 23810-99.495), pe
pa evBlagpEpovoa HelEn xmplatikng Kal aotikng Stakoounong,
YO OAATYKAP1O CAYAVAKL KL VTOTIO HOOKAPAKL KOKKIVIOTO.
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Ta ka@é kat Toto

Ztnv Opovora (PAwpivng 1), Eva vEpoyo kapeveio pe ma-
AMEG POTOYPAPIEG TTOV ATOTVII®VOUYV TNV ATHOOPALPA TG TTA-
Aag 'Edecoag. Xto koo café tov Eevova Varosi (Apy. Mehe-
Tiov 45-47) ato Bapoot, pe 0¢a ae 6Ao tov kapmo. 1o Golden
Espresso Bar (ITA. Tnuevidmv 1) pe prdpa mov Bupilet evpw-
mtaiko grand café. Tto mohvoUyvaoto Fresh (ITavteAenuovog 2)
Y1 KAQE KAl OTTIKEG AEHOVASEG. TTO TIPOTEYUEVO KALVOUPYLO
café-bar Bobby’s (O£0tok0m0UA0U 12) [LE AVAPOPEG OTA AUEPT-
kavika '50s. v pmpapia ABBasio (T. IIEToov 5) yia eTikETEG
QIO OO TOV KOOO. XT0 KAAO1KO toTtad1ko Brazil (Apiototéhoug
16) pe T¢ad LOVOIKT| KAl LOPUAPIVT] LITAPQL.

Tiva ayopaoete

TaovpT amd 1o yahaktonmwAeio Aovuton (Kapaurtoov 19),
prtovyatoa amo tov Tkaitdaxn (Movaotnpiov 31) 1 amod
Anuntpa (Anpokpartiag 16). I'a vEpoyxa moAitika oiporma-
ot oto {ayapomAiaoteio 'Ev8ofog Xtpatog (Eyvartia 7), amod
T0 1922, KA1 Y1 TIG T10 PPETKES PAOYEPEG TNG TTOANG 0T0 aXapo-
miaoteio Kpovog, oty mhateia EAevbepiag.

v teyvnTn Alpuvn Aypa

Aiyo £€w amd v oAn Ba Bpeite Tov oTAVIAg PUOIKTIG OLOPPLAG
vypoProToro g texvn NG Alpvng Aypa. Aimha Aertovpyet tovpt-
OTIKO TIEPITTEPO, EVGR OPYAVOVOVTAL TEPINYNOELS pe Bapkadeg
Katapatnpnon movAev. Entiong, oe éva tomtio oav fyaipévo a-
710 Tavia tov @68wpov Ayyeddmoviov Ba Bpeite tov Zidnpodpo-
uko Ttabud tov Aypa pe to efaipetikd ovlept TraBuog, pe At-
pvioeg kapafibeg, mEoTpoPeg AMA KA KPEATIKA OTA TPATEA-
K10 KAT® Q710 TIG AwVOPlEg AAOVPIES.

Almucég e€opunoetg oo Kaiuaxktoaiav

To y1ovoSpopiko kévtpo Bopag-Kaipaktoahav eivatl o amoiv-
T0g TOMOG EAENG ETMOKENTAOV NG TEPLOYNS. Bpioketar oe vypdue-
TPO A0 2.050 £wG 2.480 ka1 Srabéter suvolikda Sekatpeig mioteg
S1popwv emmeSwv uokoAiag. Xapn oe auto o -AANOTE EpMI®-
UEVOG- 01KIONOG Tov Ayiov ABavaciov avaotniwOnke kat yeui-
Ce1 {wn astd tov Nogpufpio puéypt tov Mo, pe Sekadeg kape, ta-
Bépveg, Eevmveg kau moAvTelr| Eevodoyeia. Mia astod Tig opop@o-
tepeg medomopikég Sradpopeg tov fouvod elval auTr IOV HECW
Tov 6acovug Tov Bopa katainyet atnv kopuen Ilpoentng HAL-
ag, 6710V PPIOKETAL KAL TO OUGOVULO EKKANOAKL APIEPWUEVO 0TI
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natias St, tel. 23811-01.081) offers a selection of different ouzos to be en-
joyed with grilled shrimp and other tasty mezedes. On the way out of town,
Horiatiko Steki (Platani, tel. 23810-99.495) is just the place to tuck into
fried snails and local veal cooked in tomato sauce.

FOR COFFEE & DRINKS

Omonia (1 Florinis St) is a wonderful café with vintage photographs on the
walls showing how Edessa once was. The café at the Varosi Hotel (Meletiou
St) in Varosi has a view over the plains, the Golden Espresso Bar (1 Time-
nidon Square) serves great coffee in something of a grand café setting, and
Fresh (2 Panteleimonos St) is also recommended for its coffee, not to men-
tion its homemade lemonade. Bobby’s café bar (12 Theotokopoulou St) is a
thoughtful space where the décor speaks of a love of Americana, while Bra-
zil (16 Aristotelous St) is a classic watering hole with a marble bar, where you
can enjoy a drink against a backdrop of jazz standards.

WHAT TO BUY

Yoghurt from the Doumtsis dairy store (19 Karamitsou St) and delicious
bougatsa phyllo pies from Skalidakis (31 Monastiriou St) or Dimitra (16
Dimokratias St). For fantastic syrup-drenched sweets from Asia Minor, go
to Endoxos Stratos (7 Egnatia St), established in 1922, and for sweet phyllo
rolls to Kronos at Eleftheria Square.

LAKE AGRA

Not far out of town is the beautiful wetland of Lake Agra-Nisiou-Vritton,
where there’s a tourist information kiosk and facilities for boat trips around
the lake and bird-watching. Stop at Stathmos, at Agra Railway Station, for
a glass of ouzo accompanied by local crawfish or trout (it also serves meat
dishes) in the shade of age-old lindens.

ALPINE ESCAPES AT KAIMAKTSALAN

The Kaimaktsalan Ski Centre on Mount Voras is a main attraction in the re-
gion. Located at an altitude of 2,050-2,480 metres, it has 13 slopes of vary-
ing degrees of difficulty. Thanks to the centre, the once-abandoned village of
Agios Athanasios has been revamped and now buzzes with activity and vis-
itors from November to May, with lively cafés, tavernas and luxury hotels.
One of the prettiest walking routes is through the Vora forest to the Prof-
itis Ilias peak, where clear skies offer views all the way to the Thermaic Gulf.
There are also facilities on the mountain for off-road 4x4 driving and moto-
cross trails as well as paragliding.

In terms of dining in the village of Agios Athanasios, Petros taverna (tel.
6977081087) is famous for its pork cooked with wild greens in a Dutch oven
over a wood fire, while at Ta Kala tis Antonias (tel. 6972-928.358) you will
find dishes inspired by the cuisine of Asia Minor. For drinks, head to the bar
restaurant at the Miramonte Hotel (tel. 23810-39.904-5) or the atmospher-
ic wild Rose (tel. 23817-74.340) at the Kaimak Inn Spa Resort. For coffee



pviiun Tev YAl wv ZEpPuv oTpaATIOT®OV 0V Emecav ot Mayn
tov KaiuaktoaAav 1o 1916. Ao €60, OTav 1 atpéc@aipa eivat
kaBapm, Stakpivetal o Oepuaikog kKOAI0g. XTig SpaotnploTnTeg
JTOV AVATITUOCOVTAL 0TO BouVo meplthapfavovtal akoua ot Sia-
Opopég e T, T0 HOTOKPOG KA TO AAEEINMTOTO TTAQY1AG.

Ta @aynto atov Ayo ABavaoio n tafépva Il&tpog (thA. 6977-
081.087) &€xe1 aTov T0 X01p1v0 YAOTPAG LE VTOMA XOPTA OTOoV Eu-
AO@ovpvo, eve agloloyn etval kat 1) taPépva Ta kara tng A-
viwoviag (tnA. 6972-928.358), Ta TATA TG OTOLAG EXOVV LIKPA-
olatikég emppoeg. a motod oto restaurant-bar tov Eevodoyei-
ov Miramonte (. 23810-39.904-5) KAl 0TO ATHOTPAIPIKO
Wild Rose (tnA. 23817-74.340) tov EevoSoyeiov Kaimak Inn.
TMa ka@e kat motd amapaitnn otdon kat oto Grand House
Coffee Bar & Suites (tnA. 23810-39.819), mtov oepPipet kat
XEWWEPIVA KOKTEW, OTTwG TO «Espresso twv Ahstewv». Te oA Ko-
v amdotaot), otov owkiopo Iavayitoa, Eexwpidel n tafepva
II&tpwvo (tnA. 23810-34.033) Tov Nikov [ToAatidn pe to yevoti-
KOTATO 01¢ KEUTAT. XT0 1510 YwpP10, Y1 TOTO HUE KATATANKTIKT)
0¢a xavte otaon oto café-bar Atelier tov Eevodoyeiov Leventis
Art Suites, tov §1a0ete1 Movoeio Pwtoypa@ikev Mnyavov
™mg mepodov 1860-1960.

Jug tapatucég amyég IIoap

Bpiokovtar oto Aovtpaxt [TEANAG, o€ Eva povadiko tomio pe Ka-
TAPPAKTEG, Aypla PAACTNON KAl YNAA TAQTAVIA, TTPOOPEPOVTAL
Y1 BEpATEVTIKEG AYWYES KAL TTPOTEAKDOLY KOOUO Atd OAA TA
Bakavia. To pépa tov Ayiov NikoAdov, agov Staypdwet ia S1-
abpour| pEoa otV KATAPLTN KOWASa, KataAnyel otov Bacikd
KATAPPAKTI) -0 07T010G XPTNOUOTOIEITAL ATTO TOUG AOVOUEVOVG-
Kat £xel n povadikn 1810 Ta va etvat o pioog {eotog (37-38
Babpovg) kat o AAAog U1odg kpvog. To eaTO VEPO KATAAYEL TNV
TEXVNTI] AVOLYTI| TO1VA, TTOV AE1TOVPYEL OAO TO 240 PO, EV® 1) €-
pmepia Tov AovTpol 8k, £181KA To Yewmva Otav 1 Slapopd g
Bepuokpaociag Snuiovpyet TukvoLg atpovg, etval payikn. Evai-
AQKTIKQ, VITAPYEL 1O LEYAAT] AVOLYTH KAVOVIKT) Tioiva ko §Vo v-
SpobeparmevTnpla pe KAEI0TEG ATOUIKEG TIOTVES, XAUAW KAl T{a-
KoUQ (01 E0WTEPIKEG TTPOOPEPOVTAL KA y1a tp1 € vEpobeparteia,
™A. 23840-91.300). ['a @aynTo KAt TOTO GTNV TEPLOYXT| 1) 16~
vikn mtpdtaon eival o Y8poir0og (tnA. 23840-91.600) tov oe@
Xprjotov Ntovoka, pe eEapetikd mata, Onmmg ta KePTedakia pe
TPAXAVA KAl OAATOA VTOUATAG KA1 TO OCOUITOVKO LUE CANTOA KPO-
0100 KO VIOUATAS, EV® 0epPipel Ka LIIEPOYO TOLmovpo.

LOUKAS HAPSIS/IML

and drinks, the Grand House Coffee Bar & Suites (tel. 23810-39.819) serves
special winter cocktails including the “Alpine Espresso.” In the village of Pan-
agitsa, Petrino (tel. 23810-34.033) is known for its juicy kebabs, while you
can also stop for coffee and stunning views at the Atelier café bar at the Lev-
entis Art Suites, which also houses a camera museum.

POZAR BATHS

These are located in an area known as Loutraki Pellas, a unique landscape
with waterfalls, lush vegetation, tall plane trees and healing waters. The Agi-
0s Nikolaos stream meanders through the verdant valley and ends up at the
main waterfall that is used for bathing. It is special in that some parts of it
are hot (at 37-38 degrees Celsius / 100.4 Fahrenheit) and others very cold.
The open-air swimming pool, which is open 24 hours a day, draws from the
fall’s hot water. The experience is magical, especially in the winter when the
union of hot water and cold temperatures creates thick steam. Alternatively,
thereisalarge, regular open-air swimming pool and two hydrotherapy units
with individual indoor pools, a hamam steam bath and a jacuzzi (tel. 23840-
91.300). For food and drinks in the area, go to Ydrolithos (tel. 23840-
91.600), which prepares excellent dishes such as meathalls served with
bulgur wheat and tomato sauce, or 0sso buco in a wine and tomato sauce.
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